A Crucial Day                     361
unmistakable hostility, did not stop at that. In his opinion
we could not renounce the signature given to England,
and it was difficult for England to release us. It was at
least premature to count on Mr. Roosevelt's declaration
of war against Germany. If the army was not in con-
dition to fight, then it would capitulate. There were
precedents for that, the case of Bazaine, but the Govern-
ment could not give legal sanction to the capitulation
when it had in reserve the fleet, the air force, and the
planes coming from America, and when there was the
whole Empire to save.
If M. Paul Reynaud had pushed home his advantages
that evening, General Weygand would have been outvoted,
even though the party for resistance was showing signs of
weakening beneath ever-increasing pressure.
Thus it was that M. Ybarnegaray, who had been until
then one of the " no-compromise " men, went over, from
blind faith in the genius of Weygand, to the other camp.
But M. Paul Reynaud was definitely one of those highly-
strung people who cannot maintain their maximum tenacity
for long. Taken in hand again by Mme. de Portes, M.
Baudouin, and by his whole set, he was at night no more
than a deflated balloon.
At eight o'clock in the evening he had had it announced
that he was going to broadcast a statement. It was put
back hour after hour, so much so that it was before hearing
it that I hastily wrote the following note, which I called:
" Do not Yield " :
" Never was it truer that great griefs are mute. If at the
news of the most hideous shames throats are too tightly com-
pressed to allow many words to pass, in the same way the
pen trembles between paralysed fingers as if the heart was
about to stop beating.
" No, no, let us not lay overmuch stress on the wounds,
reopened each day, of that queen, our France, who did not
deserve such things.
" The blood flows from almost her every limb.   But she is